TRADITIONAL WEAVING
COMPREHENSION

First Nations Australians have developed highly skilled methods for creating fishing
traps using the native grasses found in their local environments. These grasses, known
for their flexibility and durability, are carefully harvested and then woven into infricate
designs to construct fishing traps. This traditional craft is not only practical but also a
form of art, showcasing the meticulous technique and deep ecological knowledge of the
First Nations Australian people.

The process begins with the collection of suitable grasses, which are typically gathered
in a way that ensures sustainability of the plant species. The grasses are then prepared
by drying or soaking them fo increase their pliability. Skilled weavers from the
community use their hands to interlace the grasses, creating tightly woven structures
that are strong enough to withstand river currents yet precisely crafted to allow water
to flow through without letting the fish escape. The design of the traps often depends
on the type of fish targeted and the specific river conditions. Once completed, these
traps are strategically placed in riverbeds where they can effectively catch fish as they
swim along their natural routes.
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1. What materials are traditionally used by First Nations Australians to make fishing traps?
Traditional First Nations fishing traps are made from native grasses that are known for
their flexibility and durability.

2. Describe the process of preparing the grasses for weaving the fishing traps.
The grasses used to make the traps are first harvested sustainably from their natural

environment. They are then either dried or soaked to increase their flexibility, making

them easier to weave into the desired shapes.

3. What techniques are involved in the weaving of First Nations fishing traps?
The weaving techniques involve tightly interlacing the prepared grasses by hand to create
sturdy and infricate structures. These techniques require significant skill and knowledge,
ensuring that the traps are durable enough to withstand river currents yet precise enough
to allow water flow and prevent fish from escaping.

4. Why is the placement of these fishing traps in riverbeds important?
The placement of these fishing traps in riverbeds is crucial because it allows them to

effectively catch fish as they swim along their natural routes. The strategic placement also

ensures that the traps utilise the natural flow of the river to funnel fish

info them, maximising their efficiency without harming the river ecosystem.
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